
NEW YORK CITY 

New York is an American state, a huge area in the north-east of the United States of 

America (USA). Like the other 49 states that make up the USA, it has its own 

government and creates its own laws. New York State has the third-largest population 

within the USA – lots of Americans live here. 

Four in every ten people in New York State live in its largest city, which also happens to be the 

most famous city in the world: New York City. Get a bird’s eye view of this fantastic place by 

watching this short film – New York’s Statue of Liberty welcomes you! 
 

  

Welcome to New York City 

The ‘Big Apple’, as this place is nicknamed, is an awesome sight. The city is a forest of tall 

skyscrapers, surrounding a huge, green space in the centre, called – you guessed it – Central 

Park. 

 

Central Park 

https://www.oddizzi.com/teachers/explore-the-world/places/north-america/usa/
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The park is so big, it has its own zoo! 

 

 

Snow leopard in Central Park Zoo 
 

The city is a magnet for tourists and a bustling centre for business and finance. 

 

 

New York Stock Exchange 
 

Did you know, New York was the capital of the USA from 1785 until 1790? It is located on one 

of the world’s largest natural harbours and thus became an important centre for trade. 

New York was also the gateway for new arrivals to America – people who wanted to start a new 

life, and who’d travelled there from all over the world. The Statue of Liberty greeted millions of 

immigrants on their arrival by ship in the late 19th and early 20th centuries. 



 

The Statue of Liberty 
 

Many of the new citizens stayed in New York. Today, as many as 800 different languages are 

spoken here. 

    

Chinese New Year in Chinatown 
 

Manhattan is the historic heart of the city. Surrounded by the East, Hudson and Harlem Rivers, 

it is an island. Manhattan is only twelve miles long and three miles wide. 

 

 



Over time, as New York City grew (with more people and businesses moving in), it couldn’t 

easily expand outwards, so people built upwards, creating its famous skyline of towering 

skyscrapers. Today ‘NYC’ is made up of five different boroughs: Manhattan, Brooklyn, Queens, 

the Bronx and Staten Island. 

 
Staten Island ferry 

 

Ferry transport is popular within New York. And more than 120,000 cars and trucks, 4,000 

people on foot and 3,000 cyclists use Brooklyn Bridge to cross the East River every day. 

 

 

Brooklyn Bridge 
 

Back in Manhattan, the Chrysler and the Empire State buildings are some of the most famous 

skyscrapers. They are easily recognisable because of their distinctive shapes. 

 



 

New York’s Chrysler building 
 

 

The Empire State building 
 

Would you believe that both of these impressive towers were completed more than 80 years 

ago? The Empire State Building was the tallest building in the world from 1931 to 1970. 

Tragically, on September 11th 2001, the city was struck by two devastating terrorist attacks, 

which brought down the Twin Towers of the World Trade Center, in downtown Manhattan. 

Thousands of people who worked in the towers and the surrounding area were killed. The site 

of the Twin Towers is today marked by the National September 11 Memorial and Museum, 

where the bravery shown by the city’s firefighters, police and ordinary New Yorkers on that day 

is recognised, and the victims of the attacks are remembered. 

 



 

Remembering the victims of 9/11 
 

Construction of the One World Trade Center, on part of the site of the old World Trade Center, 

was finished in 2014. It is the tallest skyscraper in the Western Hemisphere. 

 

 

One World Trade Centre 
 

It is said that New York City is the most photographed city on earth. Every year, 55 million 

tourists grab a map and head ‘downtown’ to see New York’s most famous landmarks: Times 

Square, Grand Central Station, the Metropolitan Museum of Art and Manhattan’s Chinatown, to 

name but a few. 

 



 

Times Square at night 
 

Luckily, especially for those millions of visitors, large areas of Manhattan are laid out on a clever 

grid system, with avenues running north-south and streets running east-west. They’re all 

numbered, with Fifth Avenue separating the East and West sides. This makes it easy to work 

out where you are and which direction you’re walking in. 

 

 

Wide avenue in New York 
 

 


