
Answers to chapter 6 (Skinned and Buried) of Stig of the Dump: 

 

R, What did Stig do to the dumped car? 

He ‘skinned’ and buried the car. 

R, At what point in the chapter did the policeman start to believe Barney? 

The policeman started to believe Barney when he saw the valuables in Stig’s den. 

V, What does the author mean by, “the trees still showed their bones”? 

The author uses the phrase to show that the trees are deciduous (shedding its leaves annually 

= every year) and have not yet grown new leaves following winter. 

I, Why do you think Barney didn’t answer when he heard Lou calling him? 

Barney didn’t answer Lou when he was in the trees as he was enjoying the feeling of being 

hidden. 

E, Think of all the clues that showed Barney that the two men were up to no good. 

Some clues showing that the men were up to no good were that they were wearing suits, 

they went into the house without being invited and that they had visited before asking to buy 

valuables. 

S, Summarise the events in this chapter in short sentences. How many will you include? I would 

attempt nine or ten. 

A summary of this chapter might be: 

Barney hides up a tree and his family leave the house. 

Two thieves enter the house to steal valuables. 

Barney runs to the dump to get Stig. 

Barney and Stig confront the thieves and Barney shoots at one. 

Stig attacks the thieves when they threaten Barney. 

Stig chases the thieves and they drop their bags. 

Barney accidentally dumps the thieves’ car into the chalk pit. 

Stig ‘skins’ and buries the car. 

Barney tries to convince a policeman about the theft but is not believed. 

The policeman tries to explain to Barney that the boy has an overactive imagination. 



Barney takes the policeman to Stig’s den and there they find the stolen valuables. 

 

Challenge: How might the author be trying to link the capture of the car to an animal hunt? 

Why would he do this? 

The author links the capture of the car to an animal hunt as ancient people used to chase 

animals off cliffs to kill them and then skin and bury the remains to eat later. 

 


