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Dear Parents, 

 

Hello again everybody! I hope you have all had a wonderful half term and the children are feeling ready for another 

exciting term of learning together. I am so glad that we have managed to speak as often as we have, even if it is only 

through the screen, emails, phone calls or quick chats on the gate.  

At the end of term one, we had a student teacher, Mr Stoppard join us in Fox class. Mr Stoppard will be with us until 

February so I am sure you will see and hear more about him from the children. 

 

Reading 

Although the main way of teaching reading in Fox Class is through our weekly whole class reading comprehension 

lessons and book studies, the children will still have the opportunity to read regularly in a small group or 1:1 with an 

adult and should bring their book bags to school every day. Reading books will continue to be sent home and 

changed each week, unless your child is a ‘free reader’ in which case they are expected to change their own books 

when needed. Please note your child’s book change day may have changed and this will be shown on the front of 

their Reading Record.  Please continue to support us by reading with your child at home as much as possible (at 

least 3 times a week) with a small note in their Reading Record.  

 

Writing 

In our guided reading and Big Write sessions we will be writing to inform rather than entertain this term. Therefore, 

we will be writing recounts, fact files, instructions, letters and a non-chronological report. We will be reading 

Treasure Island, based on the story by Robert Louis Stevenson and illustrated by Peter Dennis. Treasure Island links 

quite nicely to our geography topic this term. In other English lessons, we will be deepening our understanding of 

sentence types; simple, compound, complex, statements, questions, commands and exclamation sentences. These 

sentence types will then be incorporated in the children’s Big Write final pieces and if they are avid writers (like most 

of this class seem to be) it would be lovely to see them using these at home too. Please note that the children will 

receive a new list of spellings to learn on a Monday and these words will be tested the following Monday. 
 

Maths 

Just a quick thank you to those who have been encouraging the children at home to go on DoodleMaths, 

DoodleTables and Hit the Button. Seeing the ever-growing confidence and love of mathematical learning in Fox class 

is exciting. Please do continue this! Although we will not be explicitly teaching number bonds and number facts this 

term, it is vital that the children do not lose the progress and confidence they have gained. They are the 

fundamentals to their mathematical understanding. As mathematicians, this term we will be learning multiplication 

and division, geometry and position and direction. 

  
  

“Love each other as I have loved you.” John 15:12 
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Wider Curriculum 

In geography this term, the children will be learning about their local city Bristol. This topic will help develop their 

use of basic geographical vocabulary whilst recapping on their knowledge of the world’s seven continents and five 

oceans. The children will be learning simple map skills and will be able to read and understand a compass and their 

directions. Unfortunately, due to restrictions, we still will not be able to go on any schools trips. Which is 

disappointing, especially as it would be beneficial to the children to explore Bristol. Ideally, I would have loved to 

take them to Bristol to develop their simple fieldwork and observational skills to study the geography of the city of 

Bristol and the key human and physical features.  

 

As scientists, the children will be further developing their knowledge of materials, building on term one’s learning. In 

RE, we will be thinking about what Christians believe relating to Incarnation. Computing will focus on spreadsheets 

and questioning. For Design and Technology this term we will be incorporating our knowledge of Paul Klee’s art and 

our geographical learning to create our very own Bristol inspired pieces of work. Please may you bring in a named art 

apron (could be a parent’s old t-shirt) and a small yoghurt pot (the size of a Petit Filou would be perfect) to support 

their children with their creations. 

 

Now the children seem to be feeling a little more settled and understand that we are doing our best to keep them 

safe in school, we are moving on from the PSHE lessons focussing on the Coronavirus pandemic. We will be 

discussing diversity and celebrating differences. Of course, as a class, we will still have a very child-centred approach, 

so if the children require more support with managing worries around the Coronavirus pandemic, we will provide 

that. 

 

PE this term will be on Mondays and Wednesdays. Monday’s lessons will be sending and receiving sessions with 

Mark Gunning and Wednesday’s lessons will be dance. We will be outside for some of our Monday sessions so please 

include leggings and jogging bottoms in PE bags this term.  Please ensure long hair is tied back on these days and 

earrings are able to be removed or covered. 

 

Reminders 

Please note that children do not need to bring pencil cases, stationery or bags (other than book bags) into school. 

Unfortunately, there will be no tuck shop until further notice, so year 3 children are encouraged to also bring in their 

own fruit snack for break times. Please ensure that all property in school is labelled with your child’s name, 

particularly jumpers, PE kits, water bottles, wellies and fruit pots. 

 

Yours sincerely 

 

Rachael Cunningham  

Fox Class Teacher 
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